Senior English 

Life of Pi Essay
Over the course of this unit, we have spent time discussing themes, characters, author’s craft and storytelling in Life of Pi. During this time, different ideas and aspects of the book have resonated with each of you. As we move to the final writing assignment for this unit, I am asking you to write a literary analysis essay in which you develop a debatable claim about an aspect of the novel and then support it with textual evidence. 

Step One: Topic Proposal

In order to help you choose a topic for your paper, I’d like you to review your final discussion paragraphs, annotations and notes. Once you think you have found a topic, craft a brief proposal (one-two developed paragraphs) in which you name the focus of your essay, why you’re interested in this topic / why the topic is resonating with you and why you believe it would make a strong topic for a paper. Be thoughtful and thorough as you explain the possible topic. Submit the proposal to me (via turnitin.com) for approval.
Step Two: Preparation

Once I’ve approved your topic, you may begin preparing to write the essay. This means that you should craft a question to address about your topic and have it approved. Once your question has been approved, you should craft a working thesis and several subtopics, begin to look for evidence to support your debatable claim and create an outline for your essay. 

Step Three: Write the essay
Write your essay. Use your prep work and outline to write a complete rough draft. Your essay should include an introduction, several subtopics and a conclusion. Use ample textual evidence to support your claim.
Your essay should:
· be approximately 2.5 single-spaced pages.

· use 12-point, standard font.

· have a title.

· have a clear introduction, multiple body paragraphs and a conclusion. 

· include multiple pieces of textual evidence in each body paragraph.  
Please review the following dates for this assignment:
	
	

	Topic proposal due
	Thursday, February 20 (by the beginning of class)

	Work day—essay prep/outline
	Thursday, February 20



	Work day
	Monday, February 24



	Work day
	Tuesday, February 25


	Rough draft due
	Wednesday, February 26



	Final essay due
	Thursday, February 27




