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	Introduction

	Smooth flow; thesis clearly stated; clearly introduces author and text.
	Good flow; appropriate length; thesis clearly stated; introduces author and text but may need a clearer way of doing so.
	Flow may be choppy at times; either slightly too short or long; thesis present; may introduce only author or text.
	Choppy; too short or too long; thesis poorly placed; does not introduce author and text.


	Thesis/claim
	Clear, complex, focused, and sophisticated.
	Clear and focused; could be more complex.
	Lacks focus; may need clarity and/or complexity.
	Unclear; lacks focus and clarity; may not be debatable.

	Support/use of text
	Includes several relevant, strong quotes & examples to effectively support assertions.

	Includes some relevant quotes and examples for support, but may need more convincing evidence.

	Quotes and examples are present, but support is not fully developed or explained. Quotes may not support ideas effectively.

Needs to add more evidence to effectively support the assertions.
	Support is general and leaves the reader with many questions. 

Few to no quotes are used and do not support assertions.

There is an imbalance of evidence.

	Paragraph Development/
Organization

	Strong, clear assertions; ideas flow smoothly into well-integrated quotes.

Illustrates a clear understanding of the text and provides in-depth, sophisticated analysis. 
Analysis displays critical thinking and illustrates the meaning of the material by effectively elaborating, extending and explaining.  
Smooth transitions between ideas.
	Clear assertions; ideas flow into well-integrated quotes. 
Illustrates an understanding of the text and provides in-depth analysis.
Analysis displays critical thinking but may include some description. 
Analysis demonstrates the meaning of the material by elaborating, extending and explaining.  
Transitions present but could be smoother.
	Topic sentences present but may not include clear claims. 
May need a more logical way of explaining the argument. 
Quotes included but may need a better connection to the thesis.
Quote integration is choppy or incomplete.  
Illustrates some understanding of the text but analysis lacks depth and may focus more on description rather than critical thinking.  
Analysis may not elaborate on or extend ideas.   
Weak transitions. 
	Unclear topic sentences; argument is not effectively explained; may include more than one main idea or undeveloped ideas.
Weak quote integration. 

Illustrates little understanding of the text. Analysis lacks depth and focuses mainly on description. 
Analysis does not elaborate on or extend ideas. 
Weak transitions.

	Conclusion
	Wraps up the argument in an effective manner; smooth flow; clear, strong lasting message.
	Begins to wrap up the argument but may need to go further; smooth flow; lasting message could be stronger.
	Incomplete conclusion; either too long or too short; needs a lasting message.
	Not developed; abrupt ending; does not wrap up argument.

	Mechanics


	Uses precise and polished language.   
Minimal mechanical errors and they do not distract (grammar, spelling, usage). 

Proper in-text citations.
	Uses clear and appropriate language; language could be more precise in places.  

Essay contains some distracting mechanical errors.

In-text citation format often used correctly.
	Language is unclear in several places.

Essay contains several mechanical errors; the errors begin to distract from the meaning.

Several in-text citation errors.
	Essay contains many mechanical errors; the errors distract from the meaning.
Several in-text citation errors.


