BY CHRISTOPHER BORRELL!

Find a quiet SpAace. somewhere putty-colored. Your dentists office should
wark. Your woodshed is another good opdon, though I suspect vou dow't own a
woodshed, because \'Qu don't know how to chiop wood. Your g:randfarher knuw how
ta chop wood. I point thar out because I would like you to think hard sbout what
you know how to do. ] wan: you to make a lst of your uniquc sicilis, and franldy. vou
will need a quiet space to sob at this harsh realizadion: You don't kinow how te do

3

anything, # Youdor't know to chep waod. Forage, Or talk ro Comeast withour

crving. ® Serry bt ask vourself: What de 1 know how to do better than amone

else? Is there anvthing [ do for mankind thet someone who docsn't know hovro d
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that thing at all would need me o de? = You sov vour tientis o L;— sailin
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The downside is you can't tie sailing knots.
Whe are you 3-._dmg?
Vau dom't know how to do anything,
Certaindy, T don’t know how o do iruch,
' fzivly useless and good for extremely :
tlnew how to gauge ithe '.empc*atw [
ri Lot enough, Idon't know how to wack
2 suizcasa. I own several video game systems but
have never lesrr.ed how to hook up a single one.
Accuse me of :aco‘npetcﬂce, but it enly took
e thres tries before T spelled “incomperence”
correcily, and I lle to think of this probiem &s a
ning 2ist-Ceatury racognition thet thers are
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ity a handful of peopls who kiow how o do
EH .hmf-' at all, Becsuce those r:eop'e understand
their talents better than vou do, hire them. My
mazil, for instance, is a wash in people promoting
services I shoutd no longer bother lesrning how to
perform. This morning slome I have bean emailed
by pecple who can tell me how to ezt a soft shell
crab. raise a biracial child and/or master the art
of embroidery.

I could learn how ic do this stuff. But I prefer
not adding to redundancy. How will I know what
Ican do and my place in the world if I learn to do
what others already lnow how to do? I need to
be me. Which means I don’t need to know how
to load a dishwasher properly or read nythmg
in German,

Perhaps the problem here is T am not encour-
aged to learn to do anything anymeore, A bysrod-
uct of the tech age is the disappearance of many
instruction manuals — if you can’t setup an Aranie
product, vou shouldn’t own one, Likewise, 7 ™
celi phcne doesn't fix itself, a new one is a8 5
as saylng “1 agree to extend my service plan by 25
vears.” I used to think my grandinother was nuts
for keeping the unnecessary instruction mamials
still provided — Likely for legal reasons — with a
handful of easy-to-grasp consumer goods such
as table fans and reusable water bottles. But now
1 get it. She is zhead of the curve: Someday the
peopie who write thess manuals will be dead and
someone will need to know how to work a beer
cooler,

That said, maybe uaeFL,mess is in the eye of
the behelder, Like Liam Neeson, . I, too, possess a
particuler set of skills af*qt.n ed over » Many years,

I kmow how to identfy clam sheils,

1 know Liow o watch “Gaturdsy Might Live” on
fast-forward without missing anything,

T¥now how to arrange myself on the bus sothat
10 one can see the ritle of the book mreading.

I kriow how o spot ancther :\'rif_ — s Twrite
this, 8 woman acress ror me thinls the is being
surreptitions znd catching ghinpses of me and
writing details in her journal but I know that
gime. ‘

I know how to enraze taligarers.

Iknow how wo eatmilk chocolate 2od cavse my
ezrlobes 1o blaad (sor & nonrransferable skl

And Ihnow how 10 2i:d & story 5o unsatisf
riytherIwonderifIesn doemy Lh,r'é ar s.’.i
'ﬁ:« Limow now te do that,

Letme koo 1o

chorreli@tribune com
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