Senior English





office: E 105
Ms. Craig-Naples




phone: 224.632.3140
2019-2020





e-mail: mcraignaples@dist113.org
Welcome to Senior English! I am excited to work with you this year. My hope is that our work this year provides you with an opportunity to gain a better understanding the world around you as you consider it from multiple perspectives. The texts that we will read should allow us to explore topics such as power, justice, honor, loyalty and forgiveness. This handout lists my class expectations, policies and procedures. Please review this document so that we can make the most of our time together.
Classroom Expectations

My hope is that we have a lively but focused class. In other words, we should enjoy our time together each day as we work to make meaning of the texts that we read. It is extremely important to me that everyone feels safe and free to share their thoughts in our classroom. This is essential if we are to grow as learners, so I expect you to treat everyone with respect. Hearing different opinions is an important part of the learning process, so I am asking that when someone is speaking you avoid raising your hand and listen to what your classmate is saying. You may disagree with a person’s opinion, but it’s important to be respectful when responding or sharing your opinion. A critical piece of our learning together is your participation, so come to class on time, prepared and ready to go. This means that you should be sure to have your supplies with you every day and that you have completed your assignments. As soon as you arrive, take out your Chromebook and log in. This also means that when we are together you are focused on our class and our work together. All materials from other classes, earbuds, etc. should be put away BEFORE the bell rings and remain that way for the duration of class. Also, you will need to place your phone in the caddy by the door when you enter the classroom. We have a limited amount of time together each day and we need to make the most of it. I hope that together we can create a space in which you are willing to take risks. You do not have to “get it” the first time that we do something or be right every time that you answer a question. Often the most meaningful learning comes from being wrong. So, challenge yourself for it is here that you really will begin to grow.
Of course, I expect you to follow the DHS Student Code of Conduct, as listed in the student handbook. Responses to misbehaviors may include, but are not limited to, a discussion with you, a call to parents/guardians, and meetings with counselors and deans, depending on the frequency and severity of the infraction.
Texts 
· A Thousand Splendid Suns
· Antigone
· Hamlet
· Life of Pi
Class Materials

Most of our work will be done on your Chromebook; however, you should have a folder and notebook just for English class. Also, be sure to bring ample pens and pencils each day.

Homework

Yes, you will have homework in English class. Often this homework will be a reading assignment or short written piece; however, there will be longer papers and projects too. I expect that all your work be turned in neat and clean—this means word processed unless I indicate otherwise—and on the assigned due date. Assignments are due at the beginning of the period. This means that you have printed, compiled and stapled your materials or uploaded your document before you come to class. I understand that things happen, but I expect you to have a conversation with me if you are submitting work after the assigned due date. I will always try to return your work in a timely manner. Please know that the amount of time that it takes me to grade your work depends on the nature of the assignment. For example, a major paper or project will take longer to grade than a short reading quiz. I should be able to return your work within two weeks; however, I will notify you if there is an exception to this.
Attendance
If you are absent, it is your responsibility to get the homework and find out what you missed. Start by checking your calendar and the class website. I encourage you to find a class partner at the beginning of the year and exchange information to obtain any notes or assignments that you miss. If you still have questions, you can speak with me before school, during my free period or send me an email. If you have an excused absence on the day that an assignment is due, I expect you to turn it in the day you return. You are generally allowed to turn in make-up work in a timely fashion if you have an excused absence.
Class Work

Our time together is important. Most days will be filled with discussion and activities. Collaboration is an essential part of this class, too. You will have the opportunity to work with many different people in the class on several different assignments and discussions. 
It’s important to manage your time wisely. If you space out your assignments, you should find that they really are not overwhelming. In other words, do not put off an assignment until the day before it’s due. If you’re struggling with an assignment, make an appointment to see me. Do not come to class and simply say you did not understand; rather, explain where you struggled or show me the work that you tried to do. I expect that you do ALL of your work to the best of your ability. Please refrain from searching for answers or help on the internet; instead make an appointment to see me or visit the ARC.  

Chromebooks

We’ll be using Chromebooks on a regular basis this year to enhance our learning. In order to help make best use of this tool during our time together, I expect you to take out your Chromebook and log in before class begins. I expect you to shut your Chromebook when class begins and only use sites that are applicable to our class work. In other words, you need to be fully engaged in our class work. Also, please be aware that the work that you produce / submit should be appropriate for school. The work should reflect proper grammar, punctuation, etc.

Grades

I use the grading scale from the DHS handbook. Grades are calculated on a point system; major papers and projects will be worth more points than short homework assignments or reading quizzes. When viewing Schoology, you will find your grades are divided into four categories: reading, writing, speaking and listening and work habits. Each graded assignment will fall into one of the first three skills areas, and most assignment also fall into the work habits category. In other words, you will receive a grade for the targeted reading, writing or speaking and listening skill as well as one point for completing each assignment on time in the work habits category. I do accept late work for full credit except for the one point in the work habits area. Grades will be calculated at the end of each semester. This means that your semester work will be worth 80% of your grade and your final exam will be worth 20%.
Contacting Me
I am available in Room E105 (the English Office). My schedule is posted on the door so you can check to see where I am if I am not there. You also can contact me via email: mcraignaples@dist113.org.  If you choose this option, please be sure to remember you are emailing a teacher and not your friend and edit your content accordingly. I will respond to your email in a timely manner; this is usually within 24 hours.
Opt Out Policy
Our goal as an English Department is to introduce our students to a variety of different voices, works, and time periods in order to provide a rich learning experience. We have selected these works based on reputation while also trying to honor a diversity of perspectives from a variety of authors. Due to the complexity of these experiences, the situations and ideas in these books may be challenging. I understand that you and/or your child may have some concerns regarding the content and language of a work. In order to address these concerns, I have asked your child to share these works with you in advance.  If you have some concerns about a text, you are more than welcome to contact me.
I am really looking forward to working with you this year.  

Let’s work together to make 2019-2020 a great year! 
